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Maurlce Hanna

VAN NUYS PANORAMA Certified Public Accountant

DENTAL CENTER

Mahfouz Gereis DDS 2ol sl DlSe 588 Tl (38 30 551 5

Over 20 Years Of Experience In The Biggest
Accounting Firms Worldwide Now Within a Reach
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e Financial Statements Audit
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e Tax exemptions for non profits Sl 4y e
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Complete Dental Service:
’Cosmetlc dentistry, teeth Whitening, White Filling, Crowns and Brldges \

Dental Implants, Full and partial dentures
RootCanal and Extr actions

and religious organizations ol 5 4z Al

Accounting, Bookkeeping
and Payroll Services:
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Special Treatmentfor Snoning and sleep disorders
(using removable dental appliance)
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We accept all major credit cards Lol ity du A S
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Our offices are in California, USA and Cairo, Egypt
California: Inland Empire Office (Headquarter):

545 N Mountain Ave., Suite 201 Upland CA 91786
= M. GEREIS, D.D.S. Y A e
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8227 Van NI.IYS Blvd. panorama C'tYr CA 91402 Appomtments'-;/ﬁ;llaélé IﬂYJrTr?g\;tg( se\asorﬁ%lr% 9am to 9pm
Tel: (818) 989-3074 Fax:(818) 989-3357 (909) 222-1947

www.hanna- -Cpa.com

We accept Medi-cal . Financing available
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EHAB HANNA “75)

EHAB HANNA

INSURANCE AGENCY INC
License:# 0172724
Farmers Insurance Group of Companies
' [ e op oo ®
s —o Lil| glo—j a9l_<
§ ,,é )m?‘. s".'.”‘ ® a’*!'" ® ab".'.'“"’ BlueCross
KAISER PERMANENTE. of California

Jhoa! Olubial g A9 ylanldl oo yliiad| 1931 puadr (bl
Covered CA @ »S Ll )i @ JLO M @ oo Jwid @ Jleat! Juwid

! Auto - Motorcycle - Boat - Motor home , i

Yy (@) Certified

Home - Renter - Life - Business insurance Insurance

BlueCross COVERED | Agonf

Blustisiad Workers Compensation
Umbrella - Health insurance - Obama Card - Medical

N B % o ta RS

mpensation

Many packages available
Let us help you SAVE MONEY without
compremizing the quality of your protection

also You will get the best coverage with the cheapest price Call now

Gell: 714-915-9475 Fax: 909-597-3600 Office: 909-906-0050
Email: ehab@ehannainsurance.com
14848 Central Ave, #59 Chino, CA 91710
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Samy Beshay

CA License # 0091467

Auto ® Home @ Business ® Health o Life

Stop paying too much for insurance, we can save you $$$.
We are authorized agent for more than 60 insurance companies

o GUARD
2 T EROUP Safeco [IEIEI:
11X Liberty Mutual. it GROUP ) . 4
[ TS Ngg,‘,?g::’:ggeg \ Liberty Mutual Company

on Allied
ME‘".Ife D Insurance ME(UR‘Y

a Nationwide’ company  INSURANCE

@ Prudential

CALIFORNIA

On Your Side® ‘ >
0\ X
& a_— ‘ﬂ
I@ " TRAVELERS R
BlueCross Health Net THE il
BlueShield
{\17’,} KAISER «i: i»
% bt 12 PROGRESSIVE

Tel: 888 440
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Egypt’s Mohamed Salah celebrates defeating Congo
during the 2018 World Cup group E qualifying soc-
cer match at the Borg El Arab Stadium in Alexandria,
Egypt. Photo: Photo: AP Photo

Let us begin on the field of dreams. It is Monday
lunchtime and we are in Nagrig, a small farming vil-
lage tucked away off the main route that connects
Cairo with Alexandria.

Down a dusty path that splits a field of jasmine, the
scent of which lingers in the air, nine little boys are
playing football. The pitch, scorched and bobbly,
is squashed in between a row of flats — some are in
disrepair, others have been left half-built — the local
mosque and a community centre.

This is where the local children come to enjoy them-
selves and be free. Nagrig might be economically
challenged but its people are friendly and happy and,
today, they have never been more proud. It is from
these humble beginnings, after all, that world foot-
ball’s latest star emerged. This is the home of Mo-
hamed Salah.

To walk around these quiet streets, you would not
think it possible for someone to embark on such a
thrilling journey but Salah, the eldest of four chil-
dren, played on that same pitch, a two-minute walk
from his family apartment, believing he could emu-
late his idols Ronaldo, Zinedine Zidane and Frances-
co Totti. Now this generation believe they can emu-
late him.

Salah has given many things to Nagrig. He bought
gym equipment for the community centre that now
bears his name and paid for an all-weather football
pitch to be built at Mohamed Ayyad Al-Tantawy
school, where he studied. He gives money to help
couples get married and frequently contributes to
charity.

More than anything, he has given hope.

‘He still comes back to Nagrig, every Ramadan, to
present prizes to local kids, says Mohamed Bas-
syouni, a childhood friend. ‘He comes here, he plays
table tennis and pool. When he comes back, he signs
every autograph, stands for every picture. He hasn’t
changed’

‘Here’ is the cafe that Bassyouni owns but ‘cafe’ will
not give you the right image. Think of a big garage
with a wall missing, next to a football court, that
has a large TV to show games from Europe. But it is
charming and is still one of Salah’s favourite places.
‘He was always going to go far; Bassyouni continues.
‘Why? The left foot! Always left foot! He was so quick,
so clever. We all used to play together. His brother,
Nasr, would join us but we couldn’t get the ball from
Mohamed. We knew he could get to the top.

The question Salah faced was how he would get there.
It is hard enough getting down the pot-holed bumpy
roads from Nagrig to Tanta, the nearest big town, but
how would he fulfil his aim?
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a competition organised by the drinks company for
schools. Arab Contractors FC (El1 Mokawloon) have
scouts and subsidiary clubs all over Egypt and they
spotted him playing in Tanta when he was 14. He was
invited to train with them in Cairo.

Some days his father would take him on the five-hour,
200-mile round trip. Other days he had to get five
buses. The long days and tiring journey would not
deter him and soon enough he was invited to stay. Za-
malek and Al-Ahly are Egypt’s biggest clubs but Arab
Contractors believe in youth.

They have lodgings built into the main stand of their
Osman Ahmed Osman stadium to motivate those
with aspirations of playing at the top and we are given
a tour of the facility. Salah’s simple room, 510, over-
looked the pitch.

They recall him being ‘hadi’ (the Arabic word for ‘qui-
et, which crops up frequently), someone who would
do his work and then retreat for the evening after
having his favourite meal of soup, barbecued chicken
and green salad. On Merseyside Liverpool’s players
are well aware that a perfect day for him is spending
time with his wife, Magi, and daughter Makka.
‘Mohamed was willing to sacrifice everything, says
Hamdi Nooh, a former Egypt international who was
Salah’s first coach at E1 Mokawloon. ‘When he came,
it was too much left foot. I looked at him and said,
“You have to use your right”. He replied, “OK, sir!”
Always the same answer, always polite.

‘The next morning, he is there: practise, practise. I
told him how to change from being an amateur to a
professional and to get to the top level. The more you
practise, the more you will become famous, the more
you’ll earn. But you have to carry on when you’re not
here.

‘I called his father when he used to go home. I told
him to keep a timetable: no staying up late to watch
TV. No getting out of bed late. He didn’t. He lived as
he should. He would pray and then go to sleep early. I
am not the man who made him but I know he listened
to me. He listened to everyone.

Yet the journey from Egypt to Europe owed some-
thing to another key figure at the club.

Before becoming Egypt’s Prime Minister, Ibrahim
Mahlab was El Mokawloon chairman. It has been
reported Salah turned down a move to Zamalek in
2011, but what is not known is that both Zamalek
and Al-Ahly returned with offers for Salah a year lat-
er. Mahlab wouldn’t consider doing business.
‘Mahlab felt he belonged at a club in Europe, says
Alaa Nabil, El Mokawloon’s academy director and a
former assistant coach of Egypt. ‘He was convinced
he would succeed.

‘Salah was anxious about leaving Egypt, but Mahlab
knew he would do it. Now he is a megastar’ His arriv-
al at Basel in Switzerland would prick the attention of
Liverpool scouts in 2013. They watched him in all the

against Tottenham and Chelsea. There were missions
to watch him in training camps.

Then Chelsea signed him in 2014, but Liverpool con-
tinued to follow Salah, through spells at Fiorentina
and Roma, chief scout Barry Hunter, Dave Fallows,
the head of recruitment and sporting director Mi-
chael Edwards were adamant Liverpool should act if
the chance arose. It was discovered Salah felt he had
‘unfinished business’ in the Premier League after dif-
ficulties at Stamford Bridge and when it was put to
Jurgen Klopp — who had also long been a Salah fan
— at the end of 2016 that Liverpool should pounce,
the verdict was unanimous.

What has happened since his arrival in June has been
beyond all expectations, but there is more to it than
just 20 goals from 26 games. Salah is becoming the
hero the Kop had craved and, back in Egypt, his pop-
ularity has gone off the scale. He carries the hopes of
a nation, the bond between player and fans cemented
when he scored a last-minute penalty against Congo
in October to send Egypt to a first World Cup since
1990.

‘Salah had a hand in all seven goals that took us to Rus-
sia — two assists, scoring five of his own, Mahmoud
Fayez, Egypt’s assistant manager, explains.

‘The penalty? It was one of the most unforgettable
moments in my life. But we all trusted him. The day
before we played Congo, I called him. I told him,
“You are the one for the penalty kick if we get one”.
The first thing he did was practise. Three or four pen-
alties. When he did it for real, it was amazing. The
emotion was incredible’

Salah was offered a villa as a reward by Mamdouh
Abbas, a former president of Zamalek. But the player
asked that a donation be made to Nagrig instead. And
there is another tale that has not been told.

While Salah was playing in Alexandria, his family
were robbed. The thief was caught a couple of days
later and it was the intention of Salah’s father to press
charges.

When his son heard what happened, however, he
asked him to drop the case. What happened next
gives you the biggest insight of all into his character,
as Salah gave the thief some money to get his life up
and running and tried to help him find a job.

Salah wants everyone to have a chance to better them-
selves and that it is why the Egyptian is uniting a na-
tion.

‘He is doing an extraordinary job, Fayez says. “The se-
cret of his brilliance? It is his modesty.

‘He is a superstar but he lives as a simple person. He
uses his abilities to serve his country and you can see
what it means to him when he sings the national an-
them.

‘He fights every second, every moment, every sprint,
every tackle, every shot. He fights. This is Salah. This
is why he is the hero of every Egyptian’

The answer arrived in the form of the Pepsi League, important games, particularly in the Europa League V
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The controversy over health care reform often boils
down to two issues: coverage and cost. The Afforda-
ble Care Act (ACA) made significant impact on the
coverage issue, dropping the uninsured rate below 10
percent for the first time in the recorded history of
the United States, covering 20+ million Americans in
the 8 years since it was passed, and putting the United
States on a reasonable path toward universal cover-
age.

Despite its name, however, the ACA has not made
health care “affordable” for the vast majority of Amer-
icans. While the individual marketplace has offered
reasonable, comprehensive coverage to nearly 10 mil-
lion customers in the individual market, premiums
continue to climb, deductibles continue to rise, and
the opacity of health care pricing persists.

While liberals often focus on coverage and conserva-
tives tend to care about costs, what can health reform
advocates on either side of the political divide accom-
plish in 2018, tempered by the fact that the enemies
of Obamacare control the White House and the Con-
gress? In this — my annual policy prescription — I de-
tail a few possible ways advocates can act to improve
on coverage numbers while also suggesting a means
to reduce the cost of care in the United States. It’s
simple, really. Let’s ask voters and the states to bring
coverage options to more Americans while asking the
federal government to make meaningful changes de-
signed to bring down the cost of health care.

The next step in coverage expansion should be the
continued pursuit of Medicaid expansion in the re-
maining non-expansion states. Closing the Medicaid
Gap in states that have yet to do so has the potential
to cover over 2.3 million Americans. Last November,
voters passed a ballot initiative in Maine bypassing an

—

Ith care costs:

ideas for 2018

unwilling state legislature. Advocates on the ground
in Idaho, Utah, and Nebraska are currently consid-
ering identical strategies. If successful in all three,
168,000 Americans could gain coverage. For Sena-
tors Orrin Hatch (Utah), Deb Fisher (Nebraska), and
Bill Nelson (Florida) who will all be attempting to get
re-elected this fall, their constituents should make
minding the Medicaid Gap into a campaign issue.
Advocates in other states - especially Florida, Geor-
gia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia -
should inquire if enough interest exists in expanding
Medicaid by ballot initiative there. Odds are it does,
as opinion polling shows that Americans view the
Medicaid program favorably (71 percent) and also
think that it works well in their own state (64 percent)
even among people residing in non-expansion states.
The other option advocates could pursue would be
to open up their state Medicaid program as a “pub-
lic option.” Nevada recently passed this type of plan
through its legislature, although it was vetoed by the
governor. A broader public option proposed by Ha-
waii Senator Brian Schatz and New Mexico Congress-
man Ben Ray Lujan would allow a Medicaid Public
Option in every state. Polling shows favorable views
of a public buy-in option (such as a Medicare buy-
in) across the political spectrum. Because it remains
unlikely that the current Congress and White House
will act on these bills, advocates may choose instead
to push for a state-by-state Medicaid buy-in wherever
it is politically feasible.

Now, let’s discuss health care costs. For the rapid rise
of health care costs to abate, two things need to occur.
At the federal level, it is past time that the Medicare
Prescription Drug Benefit (Part D) be allowed to cre-
ate a formulary, exclude drugs that are expensive yet

have cheaper alternatives, and to negotiate drug pric-

es with the pharmaceutical industry. Albeit almost
impossible with a president who reneged on his cam-
paign promise and with a Secretary of Health and
Human Services nominee who previously was on the
payroll for Eli Lilly, there are bills in Congress that
would allow Medicare to accomplish that task. Those
bills — HR 4138 (sponsored by Elijah Cummings of
Maryland) and S 2011 (sponsored by Bernie Sanders
of Vermont) — could save taxpayers at least $230 bil-
lion over 10 years.

Additionally, advocates should encourage the adop-
tion of all-payer claims databases. While states could
get a large swathe of insurers to contribute informa-
tion, due to a recent Supreme Court ruling, many
self-funded (i.e., ERISA) health plans would be ex-
cluded. If the federal government will not waive that
pre-emption, advocates should call on Congress to
facilitate a federal all-payer claims database which
would incorporate private insurance and public
health program payments. The market faithful must
agree that in order to make a health care market work,
we require price transparency. The first step is know-
ing what prices are actually being paid for health care
services across the country. The proprietary nature
of health care transactions keeps health care costs
opaque and permits excessive medical price inflation.
If advocates can rally behind various reforms in 2018
— grassroots efforts to expand Medicaid, an option
for Americans to buy into their state Medicaid pro-
gram, price negotiation and formulary creation for
Medicare Part D, and robust support for all-payer
claims databases across the country — we can accom-
plish the dual goals of expanding coverage and cut-
ting health care costs.

Can’t Fall Asleep? Here Are 5 Things

Sometimes, it happens. You do everything right dur-
ing the day. You wake up early, eat healthy, have a busy
day, nail your bedtime routine to a tee, and you’re
ready for a great night’s sleep... and then it happens.
Before you know it, hours have gone by and you’re
still wide awake.

Whether it’s caused by stress, caffeine intake or just
the jitters, fear not! We want you to sleep better and
sleep happy, so our Mattress Firm team has put to-
gether a few tips for the next time you just can’t seem
to catch some shut eye.

1. No Electronic Devices. Seriously. When you have
trouble falling asleep, it may seem easy to reach out to
grab your phone and scroll through your Instagram
feed or add another item to your to-do list. Resist the
urge. Turn your electronic devices off. Still can’t re-
sist? Try this novel concept and remove them from
your bedroom entirely. The Mattress Firm study,
“Dozed and Confused: Why Americans Have Trou-
ble Sleeping” recently showed that quality of sleep is

negatively impacted because of stress-induced tech-
nology usage. Our team at Mattress Firm knows it’s
easy to get used to late night device usage but your
sleep will improve by changing that habit.

2. Cool Down.The room temperature might be affect-
ing your ability to doze off. If you are warm when you
sleep or if you wake up cold, try adjusting the ther-
mostat— 65 degrees is the ideal sleep temperature.
Too much cooler and you might find yourself waking
up in the middle of the night to grab more blankets;
any warmer and your body heat could wake you up.
3. Don’t Count Sheep. A study from the University
of Oxford found that counting sheep doesn’t actual-
ly help your sleep patterns. Do you know what does?
Picturing relaxing images of places that make you feel
calm — think beaches or mountains. People who im-
agine relaxing scenes actually fall asleep an average
of 20 minutes earlier than they would have otherwise.
4. Get Up. If you've been watching the clock for more
than 20 minutes, the best thing to do may be to actu-

to Do Right Now.

— like sitting at a desk or on the couch. Don’t forget
to keep the electronics off, though. This will likely
tire your mind and help you get back to bed ready for
sleep. Oh, and please remember to get back to bed be-
fore dozing off.

5. Just Breathe. Tossing and turning restlessly? Try
focusing on your breathing. Many swear by the sim-
ple 4-7-8 breathing technique: just breathe in for four
seconds, hold your breath for seven seconds, and
spend eight seconds exhaling. This technique, which
helps promote slower breathing, can also be used to
combat stress.

Sure, everyone gets stuck with a sleepless night once
in awhile, but if it becomes a repeating occurrence,
consider what else may be contributing to the prob-
lem. Caffeine intake or late-night scrolling through
social media are often the culprit. Of course, don’t
forget to check the tag on your mattress — if it’s more
than eight years old, the cure for late-nights could be
as simple as replacing that mattress with a brand new

-@ ; ally get out of bed. Try moving to another location  one.
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Germany Is Preparing to Send Refugees Back to Syria

Syria’s war isn’t over, but a growing number of German policymakers are trying to revoke asylum and send Syrians
back home — against their. will, if necessary.
2 monthsiago
James T;faub
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Later this week, the interior ministers of the Ger-
man states will be discussing, and voting on, a
proposal to be begin forcibly repatriating Syrian
refugees once their asylum status lapses — as ear-
ly as next June. If they agree, it would then be up
to the federal interior ministry to decide whether
parts of Syria are safe for return. That is consid-
ered unlikely, at least for the moment.

But as Syrian President Bashar al-Assad mops
up remaining opposition to his rule, and as the
threat from the Islamic State melts away, Germa-
ny and other European states will have to judge
— far sooner than they expected to — whether
to send Syrians back to their devastated home-
land, or to some portion of it. Given the political
pressures, there is no reason to assume that the
decision will be based on the best interests of the
refugees themselves.

The obligation of states is spelled out clearly in
the 1951 U.N. Refugee Convention, which stip-
ulates that an individual may not be returned if
“his life or freedom may be threatened on account
of his race, religion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group or opinion.” Guidelines
issued by the U.N. High Commission on Refu-
gees dictate that, once granted asylum, refugees
may be forcibly returned only when conditions
in their home have changed fundamentally and
enduringly, in such a way as to ensure a guaran-
tee of protection to formerly persecuted people.
In practice, that standard has been routinely vio-
lated. In December 1996, for example, Tanzania
gave 500,000 Rwandan Hutu refugees one month
to go home, though revenge Kkillings of Hutus
were still common. In 2015, Kenya announced
that it would close the giant Dadaab refugee
camp and expel the 463,000 Somali refugees; they
were stopped only after an international outcry.
In 2016, Iran forcibly returned 410,000 Afghans,
while Pakistan sent back another 253,000.

Those are, of course, poor countries. The over-
whelming fraction of refugees wind up in poor
neighbors of the poor countries they flee. When
the refugees are felt, fairly or not, to constitute an
intolerable burden, they are at risk of expulsion,
no matter the conditions at home.

European countries have never engaged in mass
forcible expulsion. Then again, they’ve never
had an influx like 2015. And they have begun to
practice retail, if not wholesale, repatriation. In
the fall of 2016, the European Union extracted
from Afghanistan an agreement to accept and
resettle — in “a smooth, dignified and orderly”
manner — migrants who had made it to Europe.
About 10,000 returned in 2016. Of those, 6,900
were deemed “voluntary,” though this often sim-

modest resettlement assistance rather than risk
forcible return.

Of course, the violence and chaos that provoked
people to flee Afghanistan has only deepened in
recent years. The EU has nevertheless invoked
the doctrine of the “internal flight alternative,”
which dictates that while refugees may not be
able to return to their actual home, they can be
sent back to places in the country considered
safe. Those places are considered to include Ka-
bul, currently the most violent place in Afghan-
istan. News accounts have highlighted the sto-
ries of children returned to strange places and
refugees Kkilled in bombing attacks and the like.
The “Joint Way Forward,” as the pact is called,
appears to be a giant exercise in hypocrisy. In-
deed, German pilots are said to have refused on
over 220 occasions this year to fly asylum-seekers
back to Afghanistan.

Syria is going to present a much more tempting
target for repatriation than Afghanistan.
Germany has some 200,000 Afghan asylum-seek-
ers, but about 600,000 Syrians. And while Af-
ghanistan’s civil war only grows worse, Bashar
al-Assad is likely to regain his grip on most or
even all of the country after waging a pitiless
war that has led to around 400,000 deaths. The
kinds of fundamental changes across the country
required by the UNHCR for safe return may not
occur for a generation, but European states look-
ing to reduce political pressure caused by anger
over refugees and migrants may treat the end of
widespread hostilities as a good enough stand-
ard.

Many Syrian refugees have received asylum for
one year, to be renewed as needed. Some of Ger-
many’s provincial interior ministers would like to
shorten the period to six months in order to per-
mit expulsions starting in June. They would start
with those accused of crimes in Europe, and then
perhaps begin deporting broader groups. Like
Afghans, Syrians would be sent to zones deemed
safe, or to “de-escalation zones” like Idlib prov-
ince governed by fragile cease-fire agreements.
Would it be acceptable to compel, say, families
who have fled Aleppo to return to a home that
is flattened but no longer violent? The answer is
surely no, both for legal and for moral reasons. As
Bill Frelick, the director of refugee rights at Hu-
man Rights Watch points out, while in a hearing
for refugee status the burden of proof lies with
the asylum-seeker, forcible repatriation shifts the
burden to the state in question. Have the condi-
tions that compelled flight changed fundamen-
tally and enduringly? In Syria, the threat comes
from the Assad regime itself. Even though barrel
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would plainly be at risk of persecution and death
from the regime and its militias. And no part of
Syria can be deemed safe so long as Assad aspires
to regain total control. A recent report by the Mi-
gration Policy Institute sensibly calls for an end
to forced repatriation to all countries in conflict.
The deus ex machina of all refugee situations is
voluntary return. Normally one knows that re-
turn is safe when refugees go back on their own
— at first tentatively and then, once the news
spreads, in a flood. But that’s true only when refu-
gees are perched across the border. Most Afghans
returned home from Pakistan when the Taliban
was routed; few of the Vietnamese boat people in
the West went back when conditions improved.
In the ensuing years, they had stitched their lives
into a new and generally rewarding culture. One
can imagine a situation some number of years
from now — who knows how many — in which
Syrian refugees in Lebanon, Jordan, and Turkey
start to return, but those in Europe stay put. And
they will stay put. The 2015 refugees are there to
stay, unless driven out.

Pain is always the best teacher, and there is a
painful lesson here for Europe. The original sin in
which the migration crisis was born, as I pointed
out last year in Foreign Policy, was the failure to
take decisive action while the storm was still on
the horizon. If the EU had taken collective action
in 2014, it could have avoided the chaotic human
flood that in turn provoked a political backlash.
If the West, more broadly — and here I include
the United States — had had the sense to fully
fund refugee efforts in the neighboring coun-
tries, far fewer people would have sought asylum
in Europe. A humanitarian catastrophe in Syria
need not have produced a political catastrophe in
Europe.

Can Europe learn this lesson? At the moment,
perhaps not. The refugee crisis is only the most
dramatic manifestation of the immense phe-
nomenon of illegal, uncontrolled migration to
Europe. The millions on the move pose a grav-
er challenge to Europe’s future than illiberal de-
mocracy in the east or financial profligacy in the
south — or even Russia, for that matter. The EU
needs a coherent policy on refugees and on mi-
gration. But it’s precisely the nationalist back-
lash, of which the debate in Germany over forc-
ing the Syrians back home is only a single small
example, that has precluded the strengthening of
European institutions desperately needed to deal
with Europe-wide problems.

Europe has gotten itself into a pickle. But it must
not take out its failure on the migrants.

ply means that migrants have chosen to accept bombs have stopped falling on Aleppo, returnees ?
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Egypt places colossus of Ramses I in atrium of new museum
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With much fanfare, Egypt on Thursday placed
the ancient statue of one of its most famous phar-
aohs, Ramses I, in the entrance hall of a new an-
tiquities’ museum under construction near the
pyramids of Giza, just outside Cairo.

This was fourth time the statue, which dates back
3,300 years, had been moved. It was first discov-
ered in 1820 near ancient Memphis by Giovanni
Battista Caviglia, an Italian explorer and Egyp-
tologist who was also a key figure in the excava-
tion of the Sphinx of Giza.

Ramses II, also known as Ramses the Great,
ruled Egypt for around 60 years, from 1279 B.C.
to 1213 B.C. He is credited with expanding an-
cient Egypt’s reach as far as modern Syria to the
east and modern Sudan to the south.

The placement of the colossus, weighing over 80
tons and towers at a height of about 12 meters

(39 feet), took place amid a ceremony attended
by Egyptian officials and foreign diplomats.

The massive statue — which for over 50 years
had graced the Ramsis Square, named after the
statue, in downtown Cairo — was moved in an
iron cage hung like a pendulum on a steel bridge
for about 400 meters (yards) from where it stood
earlier, at the museum compound.

“We are celebrating the arrival of the first arti-
fact to its final venue in the atrium of the Grand
Egyptian Museum,” Antiquities Minister Khaled
al-Anani said, referring to the colossus.

The relocation of the colossus cost 13.6 million
Egyptian pounds, al-Anani said, which today is
about $770,000, and involved military corps of
engineers and a contracting company.

Al-Anani said the museum entrance hall will also
host some 87 other artifacts, including 43 mas-
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sive statues. He said that the first phase of the
new museum, including the atrium, will be inau-
gurated later this year. The grand opening of the
new museum is expected to take place in 2022.
The museum covers about 490,000 square meters
(586,120 square yards) and will house some of
Egypt’s most unique and precious artifacts, in-
cluding many belonging to the famed boy King
Tutankhamun.

Egypt hopes the inauguration of the new muse-
um, along with a string of recent discoveries, will
help spur a vital tourism industry that has been
reeling from the political turmoil that engulfed
Egypt following the 2011 popular uprising that
toppled longtime autocrat Hosni Mubarak.

On Thursday, Egypt marked the seventh anniver-
sary of the uprising.

Scientists successfully clone monkeys; are humans up next?

For the first time, researchers have
used the cloning technique that
produced Dolly the sheep to create
healthy monkeys, bringing science an
important step closer to being able to
do the same with humans.

Since Dolly’s birth in 1996, scientists
have cloned nearly two dozen kinds
of mammals, including dogs, cats,
pigs, cows and polo ponies, and have
also created human embryos with
this method. But until now, they have
been unable to make babies this way
in primates, the category that includes
monkeys, apes and people.

“The barrier of cloning primate spe-
cies is now overcome,” declared Mum-
ing Poo of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences in Shanghai.

In a paper released Wednesday by the
journal Cell, he and his colleagues
announced that they successfully cre-
ated two macaques. The female baby
monkeys, about 7 and 8 weeks old, are
named Zhong Zhong and Hua Hua.
“It's been a long road,” said one sci-
entist who tried and failed to make
monkeys and was not involved in the
new research, Shoukhrat Mitalipov of
Oregon Health & Science University.
“Finally, they did it”

The Vatican’s top bioethics official said
Thursday that it was an important sci-
entific development, but one that re-
quires urgent ethical debate.
Archbishop Vincenzio Paglia, head of
the Pontifical Academy for Life, said
scientific progress must have as its
goal prioritizing human life, and said
this could allow cloned animals to be
designed for medical experimenta-
tion.

But he warned that many animal lives
were lost in reaching the milestone
and that “we must always consider the
effect of our interference in the eco-
system and evaluate the risks”

Poo said the feat shows that the clon-
ing of humans is theoretically possible.
But he said his team has no intention
of doing that. Mainstream scientists

generally oppose making human ba-
bies by cloning, and Poo said society
would ban it for ethical reasons.
Instead, he said, the goal is to create
lots of genetically identical monkeys
for use in medical research, where
they would be particularly valuable
because they are more like humans
than other lab animals such as mice or
rats.

The process is still very inefficient —
it took 127 eggs to get the two babies
— and so far it has succeeded only
by starting with a monkey fetus. The
scientists failed to produce healthy
babies from an adult monkey, though
they are still trying and are awaiting
the outcome of some pregnancies.
Dolly caused a sensation because she
was the first mammal cloned from an
adult.

The procedure was technically chal-
lenging. Essentially, the Chinese sci-
entists removed the DNA-containing
nucleus from monkey eggs and re-
placed it with DNA from the monkey
fetus. These reconstituted eggs grew
and divided, finally becoming an early
embryo, which was then placed into
female monkeys to grow to birth.

The scientists implanted 79 embryos
to produce the two babies. Still, the
approach succeeded where others
had failed. Poo said that was because
of improvements in lab techniques

and because researchers added two
substances that helped reprogram the
DNA from the fetus. That let the DNA
abandon its job in the fetus, which
involves things like helping to make
collagen, and take on the new task of
creating an entire monkey.

The Chinese researchers said cloning
of fetal cells could be combined with
gene editing techniques to produce
large numbers of monkeys with cer-
tain genetic defects that cause disease
in people. The animals could then be
used to study such diseases and test
treatments. The researchers said their
initial targets will be Alzheimer’s and
Parkinson’s.

Mitalipov, noting the Chinese failed
to produce healthy babies from adult
cells, said he suspects attempts to clone
babies from a human adult would also
fail. “I don't think it would be advisa-
ble to anyone to even think about it,
he said.

Jose Cibelli, a scientist at Michigan
State University, said it might be tech-
nically possible someday, but “crimi-
nal” to try now because of the suffering
caused by the many lost pregnancies
the process entails.

If the procedure became efficient
enough in monkeys, he said, socie-
ty could face “a big ethical dilemma”
over whether to adapt it for humans.
The key step of transferring DNA

might be combined with gene editing
to correct genetic disorders in embry-
os, allowing healthy babies to be born,
he said.

Of course, the familiar image of hu-
man cloning involves making a copy
of someone already born. That might
be possible someday, but “I don’t think
it should be pursued,” said researcher
Dieter Egli of Columbia University. “I
can't think of a strong benefit”

Henry Greely, a Stanford University
law professor who specializes in the
implications of biomedical technol-
ogies, said the strongest argument
he can think of would be the desire
of grieving parents to produce a ge-
netic duplicate of a dead child. But
he doubts that’s a compelling enough
reason to undertake the extensive and
costly effort needed to get such a pro-
cedure approved, at least for “decades
and decades.”

Marcy Darnovsky, executive director
of the Center for Genetics and Soci-
ety in Berkeley, California, called it
unethical to subject that new child
to “the psychological and emotional
risks of living under the shadow of its
genetic predecessor” Human cloning
could also require many women to
donate eggs and to serve as surrogates,
she said.

At the moment, because of safety con-
cerns, federal regulators in the U.S.
would not allow making a human
baby by cloning, and international
scientific groups also oppose it, said
biomedical ethics expert Insoo Hyun
of Case Western Reserve University in
Cleveland.

People for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals condemned the mon-
key-cloning experiments.

“Cloning is a horror show: a waste of
lives, time and money — and the suf-
fering that such experiments cause
is unimaginable,” PETA Senior Vice
President Kathy Guillermo said in a
statement.
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150 N Madison Ave, Pasadena, California 91101

Febraury 10t 2018 - Tickets are $125, $75, $50, $30.

Doors open at 6:00 pm, Concert Begins at 7:00 pm Free Parking. Food available
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